
In navy jumpers, wrapped in winter’s embrace,
We share the true meaning of Christmas in this space.
It’s a time for family, for the loved ones we greet,
Not just the gifts lying under the tree’s feet.

The Christmas market, a lively scene,
With shimmering lights and decorations serene.
On School Games day, laughter fills the air,
With joy and love shared among classmates who care.

In our school, we're ‘Rooted in Love,’
Supporting each other, with strength from above.

The Nativity story, timeless and bright,
Children as shepherds, wise men in sight.
Mary and Joseph with a child to behold,
The greatest story ever told.

Voices raised in song, reaching far and wide,
Even hearts once cold can’t help but be filled with pride.
The excitement grows as Christmas draws near,
As we await the magic of the season here.

Visitors arrive and feel something unique,
A sense of belonging, a bond that speaks.
They see in our school a warmth so true,
A special spirit that shines through and through.

‘Rooted in Love,’ we rise and flourish,
Our hearts and souls, together, nourish.
As we grow, we lift each other high,
Building strength and hope, reaching for the sky.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
the whole school community for another
amazing term at Olveston.  It has been a
busy term with so manylovely events in
school.  

I would also like to say a huge thank you to
FoOS for all of the wonderful work they do.
The time they give to school and the impact
they have on the whole school community is
amazing. Not only are the events great for
the community they support so much of
what we do in school. They have funded the
outside area for year 1 and 2. Reading books,
lights and speakers in the hall, Christmas
treats for the children... I could go on!

Thank you to all the volunteers who have
been in school this term listening to readers,
cooking, sewing, putting on staff lunches,
and setting up events. Your time and energy
is hugely appreciated by all the school team.
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Thank you!
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As we draw to a close this remarkable term at Olveston School, I want to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt

gratitude to each of you—parents and children alike—for your unwavering support and commitment to making this term

a memorable one. Our school community has truly shone brightly, and it is all thanks to your enthusiasm and dedication.

Firstly, I would like to celebrate our successful Nativity performance. Our talented children dazzled us with their stunning

acts and joyous singing, embodying the true spirit of Christmas. The stage was filled with laughter, imagination, and a

sense of wonder that only our children can create. It was heartwarming to see youngsters come together, sharing their

talents and making cherished memories for both families and friends.

Adding to the festive spirit, our Christingle service was a beautiful occasion that brought our community together. The

kids, with their enthusiasm and innocence, illuminated the church with their vibrant orange oranges adorned with sweet

treats and candles, reminding us all of the light that Christmas brings into our lives. Thank you to every single child who

participated—you truly made a difference.

Furthermore, I must commend our Year 3 pupils for their fabulous performance. Their hard work and enthusiasm shone

through as they performed. It is within these performances that we see not just their talent but their growth, confidence

and teamwork—skills that will serve them well beyond the school environment.

This term also marked the welcoming of new staff to our Olveston family. It has been wonderful to see how well all our

students have adapted to their new classes, embracing their new learning environments with open arms. Our new

colleagues have integrated seamlessly, bringing fresh ideas and enthusiasm that have invigorated our teaching

practices. Together as a team, we strive to create a nurturing and stimulating atmosphere where every child's potential is

celebrated.

A special mention goes to the Friends of Olveston School (FoOS). Their tireless work has made a remarkable impact on

our school community. From wreath making to the much-anticipated games day, to selling charming Christmas trees

and adorning the school with our lovely Christmas tree, their efforts have truly enhanced our festivities. We are immensely

grateful for their commitment, creativity, and passion in bringing us all together during this magical season.

As we reflect on the messages of Christmas, let us take a moment to appreciate the loved ones around us. This festive

period is a perfect time to be thankful for our families, friends, and the bonds we share. May we carry this spirit of

gratitude and community into the New Year, encouraging kindness, understanding, and compassion towards one

another.

Thank you once again for being such an incredible part of our journey this term. Let’s continue to work together to inspire

and nurture our children's growth.

Wishing you all a joyous Christmas and a very Happy New Year!

HEADTEACHER’S THOUGHTS
‘Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong’
(Ephesians 3:17)

Roots of  Love Wings of
independence

and the power
within



WE   APPRECIATE   YOUR   SUPPORT

Staff Wellbeing Helping teachers
and children in

class

The huge amount
of donations,

wreaths, hampers,
toys, books, timber
and so much more!

DonationsVolunteeringCaring

W E  K N O W  T H A T  O U R  P A R E N T S  A R E  I N C R E D I B L Y
S U P P O R T I V E  A N D  G I V E  I N  S O  M A N Y  D I F F E R E N T  W A Y S .
T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  M A K I N G  O L V E S T O N  S C H O O L  G R E A T !



ELF ON
THE SHELF

M A D D I E  I N  Y E A R  4  H A S  A  R E A L  T A L E N T  F O R  A R T  A N D
C R E A T I N G  C O M I C  S T R I P S .  S H E  H A S  C R E A T E D  A

C H R I S T M A S  C O M I C  S T R I P  F O R  Y O U  A L L  T O  E N J O Y .  P L E A S E
S H A R E  T H I S  W I T H  Y O U R  C H I L D R E N ,  I  K N O W  T H E Y  W I L L

L O V E  I T !



NATIVITYNATIVITY



REMEMBRANCEREMEMBRANCE
DAYDAY



INTER-FAITHINTER-FAITH
DAYDAY



A MEETING WITHA MEETING WITH
OUROUR    MPMP

In November our local MP, Claire Young, made a visit to
school to talk to the schools pupil leaders.  During her

visit the pupil parliament discussed topics that they felt
were important to them. They covered topics such as

climate change, school support and much more. 

You can read more about this visit in the Thornbury
voice and Gazette. Click the links below.

https://issuu.com/thornburyvoice/docs/thornbury_dec_2024
https://www.gazetteseries.co.uk/news/24760347.claire-young-meets-pupils-olveston-primary-school/


CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
MARKETMARKET  

The Christmas market was another huge
success for FoOs and school

community. It was lovely to see so
many families  in attendance and all the

stores being so busy. The Christmas
market is another highlight of the year

for so many and this year did not
disappoint. The time and energy FoOs
put in to this event was well worth it.
The children singing carols was also
very well received, as were the hand

bells group with their first ever
performance. Thank you to everyone
involved in making the evening such a

success!



UGANDANUGANDAN
CHURCH CHOIRCHURCH CHOIR

On November 26th 2024, the school was excited to receive
visitors from Uganda. These visitors are part of a long standing
relationship between the Bristol and Ugandan Dioceses. They
visited school with David Moss and shared Ugandan church

songs, stories and dancing. The children were absolutely thrilled
that they joined our school for worship. If you would like to learn
more about the link between Bristol and Uganda the video below

celebrated the 50th anniversary of this connection. 



FOOS CHRISTMASFOOS CHRISTMAS
GAMES DAYGAMES DAY

Last Friday, it was our absolute pleasure to hold the children’s games
day. It was a wonderful day full of fun, games and many, many prizes!
Children took it in turns to visit the hall with their classes and had the
opportunity to try out all the games and crafts on offer. We would like

to extend a heartfelt thank you to all who made this day possible…
Our generous school community for the donations of parent

presents and soft toys
The brilliant team of helpers that set up the hall on the dark, wet

Thursday evening
  The invaluable group of volunteers that manned the games and

crafts throughout the day on Friday
The kind kitchen team that provided the volunteers with a lovely

lunch
The helpful and enthusiastic year 6 children that took it in turns to

support the younger year groups throughout the day
The lovely school teachers and support staff for sharing in the

children’s joy and even having a go at some of the games
themselves! 

The amazing team in the school office for managing all of the
admin for the day and allowing us to store a whole host of prizes in

their office! 
 And most importantly, the very excited but extremely kind and

polite children that hopefully enjoyed the day as much as we did!

Many pictures have been shared on ‘Class Dojo’ by the teachers, but
here is a small selection of the games we had on offer…





CHRISTINGLECHRISTINGLE



It is no secret that we
love to sing and
perform here at

Olveston. 
We know that singing

not only improves
wellbeing for children

but also supports their
personal

development. 

On Wednesday 11th
December we took the
children to St. Mary’s

shopping centre to
sing to the

community. 

Raising money for
Bristol children’s

hospital. 



SCHOOLSCHOOL
FUNDRAISINGFUNDRAISING
EVENTSEVENTS

Children in
Need

Busking for the
Children’s
Hospital 

£154.21 Thank
You!

£188.87

£73.39 £109.96

£125



PUPILPUPIL
LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP

We delighted to let you know that Olveston is taking part in the
Social Impact Schools Award to formally recognise and celebrate
the amazing social actions that our school and your children take

over the school year. As you know, social action is a key part of
school life at Olveston - we know that by getting involved in things

volunteering, campaigning and fundraising children are growing
themselves while also benefiting the world around them. More will

follow about this over the coming weeks but if you would like to
learn more click the video below.



CHANGECHANGE
MAKERSMAKERS

The children of Olveston are amazing! In school we often talk to the
the children about ‘making the world a brighter place’. The idea

that we can make the world better for others seems such a big idea,
but it can start with something small - a smile, an act of kindness or

just showing you care.  
Below are some pictures of children who have taken action outside

of school.  You can read more about their endeavours on our
school website. 

https://www.olvestonschool.co.uk/our-curriculum-overview/change-makers/


As part of our commitment to ‘making
the world a brighter place’ the pupil

parliament have decided to take part
in the Gromit Unleashed fundraising

event in support of the Bristol
Children’s hospital. 

‘Bristol Children’s Hospital is a very
special place.

It cares for over 100,000 patients
each year from across the South

West and South Wales, covering the
single largest geographic area of any

children’s hospital in England.
Babies, children, and young adults

with highly complex medical
conditions – from rare genetic

disorders, neurological conditions,
and congenital heart disease to

traumatic injuries, cancer, and kidney
disease – are cared for around the

clock by extraordinary staff.
It’s only with your help we can be

there for these patients when they
need it most.’



Olveston School is committed to fostering a strong connection
with the outdoor environment, offering engaging outdoor play
spaces for children in Key Stage 1 and providing an excellent

Forest School provision. These efforts have helped the school
achieve the Green Tree Schools - Gold Award from the Woodland
Trust, recognising our dedication to environmental education and

sustainability.  

Our Forest School leaders Elise (Woodland Makery) and Alex
(Hilltops) are an incredibly important part of what we do. They do
so much more than run sessions - they are key to our school offer.

This year, the school is starting an exciting rewilding project, which
will involve children throughout our school and will compliment
our Superkind school initiative. The project will not only improve
our outdoor spaces but also play an important role in helping us
earn the prestigious Platinum Green Tree School Award, further

strengthening our commitment to environmental care.

You can learn more about our Forest School leaders and the Green
School awards by clicking  the images below.

OUR WOODLANDOUR WOODLAND
  WAYSWAYS

 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/act/your-school/green-tree-schools-award
https://www.facebook.com/people/Hilltops-Forest-School/100090453027024/
https://www.woodlandmakery.com/






Across the school we have a new final year Teacher Trainee in year 6. As an early
career professional she will be delivering lessons in her ‘base class’ but will also be in

and around other classes. Miss. Staples will be an important part of our school
throughout the spring term. Please do give her a warm Olveston welcome and support

her in to our community.

IINNFFOORRMMAATTII
GENERAL 

Looking ahead to January

Communicate through office:
olvestonschool@sgmail.org.uk
We are increasingly using Class Dojo for event
reminders, these reminders are scheduled for
set times prior to an event. Please make sure
you have notifications on for Class Dojo. 
If your child is absent please email the school
office by 9:00 am - If we do not receive
notification of an absence we will make a well-
being call that day.
Each Friday you will receive a ‘Friday Office
Email’ with helpful reminders and information
for the week ahead.
Holiday requests - If you are planning to take
your child out of school please complete an
absence request form. As a reminder holidays in
term time are not permitted and may result in a
fine being issued.

Communication

Toast is sold daily for 20p - Year 1 - 6 -
orders through School Food United
Winter coats in school everyday.

House Keeping

School lunches must be ordered and paid
for through ‘School Food United’ . AiP, the

caterers, are a private company and are not
run by school. This means that meals must

be ordered and paid for in advance. 

When parents do not pre-order online this
leads to a jacket potato being the default

order for all pupils who automatically
receive a lunch. 

Lunch Orders

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. If during this Christmas break you are
Concerned about a child?

01454 866000 ‐ Monday to Thursday 9am ‐ 5pm
01454 866000 ‐ Friday 9am - 4.30pm

01454 615165 ‐ Out of hours and at weekends
In an emergency please ring 999

A few other bits

We have had a number of school events - please do not share any photographs or
videos on social media - This is really important and we cannot stress this enough.

We are always looking for volunteers - if you have time and would like to listen to
readers or support school in anyway please do let us know.

Safeguarding

Social Media

Volunteer

Reception: Friday
Year 1: Monday
Year 2: Friday

Year 3: Tuesday (Sports coach)
Year 4: Tuesday (Sports coach)
Year 5: Thursday (Sports coach)
Year 6: Thursday (Sports coach)

PE
 D

ay
s

OONN

Monday - Year 6
Tuesday - Year 2

Remember to wear suitable clothing for the
weather (Long sleeves & trousers - Warm

and waterproof)

Forest School Days

mailto:olvestonschool@sgmail.org.uk


AAWWAARRDDSS
HEAD TEACHER 

Celebration assembly will start at 9:15 and should be finished by 9:45
Please sign in at the school office - this is really important.
 No photographs are to be taken during the assembly. This is due to safeguarding
protocols.

After the awards we will send the rest of school back to their classes. 
The children who have received an award will remain in the hall and will be able to
share a few moments to celebrate with their family.
Parents/carers can also use this time to take photographs of their children. 
We will have a display set up ready for your child to pose in front of. You might even
want to take a family selfie! 

Parents must not take photos of any other child. 
Phones can only be used during this period. They must not be out at any other point
on the school grounds. We may need to review this procedure if parents do not respect
this request.

Celebration assembly will continue to be held every Friday morning. 
You will be notified by text the week before.
If you are unable to attend please do let us know. We can move the date of when we
hand out the certificate. 
Parents find out before the children. So please don’t worry if you ask your child and
they don’t know. 

General information

On the day

Certificates are always going to be a topic for discussion. We use headteacher awards
to celebrate and bring our community together. The awarding of certificates is based
on the children demonstrating our school values. 

Not all ‘Celebration’ come through certificates. The most impactful celebration comes
through a child internalising their achievements. Throughout our curriculum we give
our children opportunities to develop this skill. A smile, a positive comment and pat
on the back can often mean a lot more than a certificate. Yes, headteacher certificates
are something to celebrate but so are all the other moments.

Other certificates



FAMILY SUPPORTFAMILY SUPPORT

CCP offers Parenting
Programmes for parents of
children 0-12 years old as
well as children with SEND.
The six-week programmes
look at boundaries, routines,
behaviour management
techniques, how to look after
yourself and feeling
confident as a parent. For
more information and how
to book, click the following
link: 

The Information, advice and support
service for Children and Young People
with SEND and their families in Bristol,

South Gloucestershire and North
Somerset

JIGSAW Thornbury is a
charity that works with all

children and young
people with additional

needs or disabilities, and
their families. We provide

friendship, support,
compassion and fun,
along with innovative

services that empower
them to connect, fit in and

thrive. 

All children and young people can receive information and
support from the School Nursing Service by telephone,

attending one of the School Nurse sessions in schools or by
completing the referral form. Young people can also

contact the service anonymously through ChatHealth.

https://www.ccp.org.uk/early-help-south-gloucestershire/
https://www.jigsawthornbury.org.uk/
https://sirona-cic.org.uk/children-services/
https://www.sendandyou.org.uk/


PLAN AHEADPLAN AHEAD

January
Monday 6th January - Return to school

Tuesday 7th January - Last Reception 2024 Tour
Wednesday 15th January - Young Voices Trip 

Wednesday 15th January - Closing date for Reception 2025 places

February
Friday 14th February - Last day of term 3

Monday 24th February - Start of term 4

March
Wednesday 6th March - World Book Day (Dress-up day)

Wednesday 12th March (2:30 - 3:30) - Parent REPS
Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 12th March - Parents Evenings

Friday 21st March - Red Nose Day (Dress-up day)
Wednesday 26th March - Year 5 Drama Performance (1.45pm)

April
Thursday 3rd April - Last day of term 4

Friday 4th April - Inset Day 
Tuesday 22nd April - Start of term 5



Wake Up Wednesday
At Olveston School we aim to create a
culture of safeguarding by fostering a

safe and supportive environment
where children feel protected and

valued. This includes teaching
essential life skills such as road

safety, where students are educated
about pedestrian awareness and safe
travel to and from school. The school
also engages with organisations like

the NSPCC, helping children
understand their rights and how to

seek help if needed. 
Another way of promoting

safeguarding is through our ‘wake up
Wednesday, posts on Class Dojo.

These quick reads cover a wide range
of topics from online safety to bed

time routines. 
If you haven’t read one yet be sure to

check out our weekly posts. 





How To Enter?
Create a team of four children, then choose your team name!
Select one parent to register your team’s interest in the event via the link above (you
will need all participant names and their parent/guardian's email)
You will receive an email to confirm if your team has or hasn’t been successful 3
weeks after the deadline date given above
If your team is given a place, we will email all parents within the team to invite them to
register their child for the event

What Is Included?
A free participant t-shirt
A medal for all finishers
A certificate for children who raise the minimum £50 fundraising or above 
Hoodies are available to buy once registered, or at the event

Year Group

Year 3 & 4

Year 5 & 6

Year 7 & 8

Start Times

9am-12pm

1-4:30pm

12-1pm

Swim

50m

50m

100m

Cycle

1000m

1000m

2000m

Run

750m

750m

750m

Check out our FAQs, or email us:
schoolstriathlon@restlessdevelopment.org

What is Involved in The Schools Triathlon?
Teams of 4 complete the course as a relay
Each team member will complete the below distance of each
discipline:

Restless Development
We are a global charity who supports the
collective power of young people to create a
better world. Every year we train, mentor,
nurture and connect thousands of young people
to lead positive change in their communities;
supporting them to tackle challenges they face
such as lack of education, unemployment and
climate change. Watch this video to learn more!

Fundraising
Each participant must fundraise a minimum of £50, with a
target of £100. The first £50 raised by each child will go to
Restless Development as the organising charity. The second
£50 raised will go to your school's chosen charity. Anything
raised over £100 will go to Restless Development. 

@schoolstriathlon

When: Sunday 4th May ‘25

CLICK HERE
TO REGISTER

NOW!

Where: Clifton College
Who: Years 3 - 8 

OLVESTON SCHOOL IS INVITED TO THE SCHOOLS TRIATHLON 2025
We are very pleased to invite you to the Schools Triathlon Series - the UK’s largest sports

fundraising event for children - organised by Restless Development.

If you sign up for the above event please do send us
photos and information about your fundraising

achievements. These will support the school
towards our Superkind award and will help inspire

others.

mailto:schoolstriathlon@restlessdevelopment.org
https://www.schoolstriathlon.org/contents/2052-faq
mailto:schoolstriathlon@restlessdevelopment.org
mailto:schoolstriathlon@restlessdevelopment.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYp2wmZYqtY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYp2wmZYqtY
https://www.instagram.com/schoolstriathlon/?hl=en-gb
https://www.schoolstriathlon.org/
https://www.schoolstriathlon.org/e/clifton-college-7475
https://www.schoolstriathlon.org/e/clifton-college-7475
https://www.schoolstriathlon.org/e/clifton-college-7475
https://www.schoolstriathlon.org/
https://www.schoolstriathlon.org/


LITTLE STOKE HOLIDAY CAMP
VENUE: Little Stoke Primary School

DATES: Monday, 23rd December
2024

TIMES: 9:00am - 4:00pm 

FILTON/ LOCKLEAZE HOLIDAY CAMP
VENUE: Filton Avenue Primary School

DATES: Monday, 23rd December,
Thursday 2nd & Friday 3rd January

2025
TIMES: 9:00am - 4:00pm 

HOLY TRINITY HOLIDAY CAMP
VENUE: Holy Trinity Primary School
DATES: Monday, 23rd December &

Friday, 3rd January 2025
TIMES: 9:00am - 4:00pm 

STAPLE HILL HOLIDAY CAMP
VENUE: The Tynings Primary School

DATES: Monday, 23rd December,
Thursday 2nd & Friday 3rd January

2025
TIMES: 9:00am - 4:00pm 

www.abler.io/shop/bristolsportfoundation/

holidaycamps

 0117 963 0683

BOOK NOW

FIND OUT WHAT’S ON DURING
WINTER HOLIDAYS

 MAKING GREATER BRISTOL AN ACTIVE - HEALTHY - HAPPY - PLACE
Bristol Sport Foundation, Ashton Gate Stadium, Bristol, BS3 2EJ, CIC No: 1165410





@BSFound @bristolsportfoundation Bristol Sport Foundation

https://bit.ly/ablerASC 0117 963 0683

TO BOOK:

Our after school clubs are designed with an emphasis on
fun. With a variety of sports clubs delivered throughout
the academic year, there will be plenty of opportunities
for your children to be active and to fall in love with sport. 

AFTER
SCHOOL
CLUBS

*If you are booking onto a club after the start date, please note that the price is automatically
adjusted on the booking page. 

BRISTOL SPORT FOUNDATION | ASHTON GATE STADIUM | BRISTOL | BS3 2EJ | CIC NO: 1165410 

Olveston- Term 3
TUESDAY (7/1/25 - 11/2/25)
- Years 1 & 2 Dance
- £27.00 in total for 6 weeks (£4.50 per person, per session)
- 10 Spaces

THURSDAY (9/1/25 - 13/1/25)
- Years 3 to 6 basketball
- £27.00 in total for 6 weeks (£4.50 per person, per session)
- 10 Spaces

Time- 15:30-16:30




