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Our Maths Curriculum 

 
At Olveston CEVC Primary School, we are committed to fostering a genuine enthusiasm and love of 

learning for mathematics among our children. We firmly believe that every child has the potential to 

succeed in mathematics. We use White Rose Maths as a resource for our mastery approach and the 

principles of this approach include: representation and structure, mathematical thinking, fluency, 

variation and coherence. 

 

At the start 
In Our EYFS program, we focus on developing strong number sense in our children using the NCTEM 

mastering number scheme. Through taught session and continuous provision, we introduce new 

learning each week to reinforce their understanding. Year 1 and 2 complete the NCTEM mastering 

number scheme alongside the mathematics curriculum setting fifteen minutes aside daily to really 

embed those fundamental number skills. We believe that the early development of maths not only 

build mathematical confidence it also helps form the love of maths. In Key Stage 1 we use White Rose 

to plan lessons and ensure a progressive mathematical approach.  

 

The Second Phase 
In Key stage 2, we build on the strong foundations set in KS1. We continue to base our planning on the 

White Rose small steps.  We teaching sequence into manageable small steps and effectively apply the 

concrete, pictorial, abstract (CPA) approach. During daily teaching, our class teachers provide STEM 

sentences and modelling to encourage mathematical discussions, reasoning and problem-solving 

skills.  

 

For children who need further support, we provide scaffolds to ensure they fully grasp concepts before 

moving on. These scaffolds are likely to involve using concrete resources (physical manipulatives) or 

practical representations. For children who grasp the learning quickly, we provide variations to deepen 

their understanding and challenge them further within their age-related curriculum.  

 

Our calculation policy is utilised with great care to ensure that children are not pushed beyond their 

level, but rather given opportunities to deepen their understanding within it. Problem solving ‘Explore it’ 

tasks are very popular among our children!  

 

Our Maths Curriculum has four overarching aims: 
1. To foster positive attitudes, fascination and excitement of discovery through the teaching and 

learning of mathematical concepts.  

2. To ensure pupils become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, developing conceptual 

knowledge and an ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately. 

3. To ensure that pupils can reason mathematically and solve problems. 

4. For our children to develop a ‘can do’ attitude and see themselves as mathematicians.  

 

What does this look like in the long term? 

 

By the time Year 6 comes to an end and children transition to secondary school, our goal is for 

Olveston mathematicians to possess a profound, lasting, secure and adaptable comprehension of the 

subject. This understanding will be built upon the CPA process, ensuring that children fully grasp the 

concepts rather than simply memorising steps. As a result, they will be able to identify when answers do 

not align with mathematical logic. Furthermore, these skills in calculations and understanding will 

empower them to confront problems with confidence and resilience.  

Feedback from secondary schools shows that the children of Olveston have a strong mathematical 

understanding and continue their success in to secondary education. 
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Maths Mastery 

 
Mathematics Mastery places emphasis on the cumulative mastery of essential knowledge and skills in 

mathematics. It embeds a deeper understanding of maths by utilising a concrete, pictorial, abstract 

approach so that pupils understand what they are doing rather than just learning to repeat routines 

without grasping what is happening.  

 

Mastery is a journey and we are confident that by breaking down the curriculum into manageable 

small steps and mastering the fundamentals of numbers, we can free up our children’s’ working 

memory to tackle more complex concepts. 

 

 

 
 

The school has worked with the local Maths Hub in recent years to enhance the teaching of Mastery 

Maths throughout our school. We believe that high quality, research informed and evidence lead 

maths CPD leads to high quality maths teaching and learning in maths. 

 

 

A typical maths lesson at Olveston School follows this structure: 

 
 Daily Fluency: Revisiting number facts and prior learning. 

 Review: Reflecting on previous ‘Prove it’ activities if necessary. 

 Input: The ‘I do, we do, you do’ approach scaffolds learning while allowing for discussion and 

exploration of ideas. 

 Try it: Children engage with fluency through procedural variation, practising the skill in diverse 

formats such as numbers, visual representations, and written forms of numbers. 

 Use it: Applying these skills in varying contexts, including word problems and identifying and 

correcting errors. 

 Prove it: Children complete a range of reasoning and explanation activities to demonstrate 

understanding. 

 Addressing Misconceptions: Teachers identify any misconceptions present and recognise 

children who may require further support or participation in guided groups the lesson or 

subsequent lessons. 

 
* This is dependent on lesson sequence. For example, some lesson at the start of a unit may be more skill based - ‘Try it’ 

approach whereas towards the end of a sequence it may be more reasoning and problem-solving focused - ‘Prove / 

Explore its’ 
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Mastering Number – EYFS Overview 
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Mastering Number KS1 Overview by Week 
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Progression Examples 
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Yearly Overview 
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