lin the quiet hum of winter days,

Where frosty mornings soften into play,

Our school stands strong, a welcoming place,
With open hearts and familiar faces.

Boots by the door and laughter inside,
Learning together, side by side.

Each child known, each voice heard,
Every small kindness seen and affirmed.

We gather not just to learn and grow,
But to care deeply — and it shows.

In helping hands and smiles shared,
In knowing someone will always care.

Stories are told, both old and new,

Of courage, hope, and seeing things through.
From whispered worries to proud success,
We walk together through every test.

‘Rooted in Love' is more than words,
It lives in actions quietly observed.
In patience given, in chances made,
In guiding light that will not fade.

As seasons change and children rise,

With dreams reflected in hopeful eyes,
We send them forward, brave and kind,
Carrying this love — forever entwined.

Merry Christmas

In this Newsletter

Headteacher’s thoughts
Headteacher's Christmas message

Photos from different school events

General informaton
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Thank you!

| would like to take this opportunity to thank
the whole school community for another
amazing term at Olveston. It has been a
busy term with so many lovely events in
school.

| would also like to say a huge thank you to
FoOS for all of the wonderful work they do.
The time they give to school and the impact
they have on the whole school community is
amazing. Not only are the events great for
the community they support so much of
what we do in school. There are things that
not everyone sees - Wreath making, games
day and even coming in to school on a
Sunday so the Christmas tree is waiting in
the hall on the 1*" of December!

Thank you to all the volunteers who have
been in school this term listening to readers,
putting on staff lunches, and setting up
events. Your time and energy is hugely
appreciated by all the school team.
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HEADTEACHER’'S THOUGHTS

‘Your roots will grow down into God'’s love and keep you strong’
(Ephesians 3:17)

As we come to the end of another busy and joyful term at Olveston School, | would like to extend my
sincere thanks to our wonderful children and families for your continued support and partnership.

This term has been filled with learning, laughter and shared achievements, and it has been a pleasure to
see our school community flourish once again. We have welcomed new staff and families to our school
as well as saying a fond farewell to a few others.

Throughout the term, we have celebrated many special moments together — moments that remind us
of the importance of belonging, kindness and connection. Our children continue to impress us with their
enthusiasm, creativity and resilience, and we are incredibly proud of all they have achieved both in and
beyond the classroom.

As we approach the Christmas break, this break offers a valuable opportunity to slow down and enjoy
time together as families. In a world that often feels busy and fast-paced, these moments — sharing
meals, playing games, talking, reading, walking or simply being together — are so important for our
children’s wellbeing. Time spent together helps children feel safe, listened to and valued, and creates
memories that last far beyond the festive season.

Many families are also finding a balance between screen time and family time, particularly during the
holidays. Recent national guidance from the Children’s Commissioner reminds us how important it is for
children to feel able to talk openly with trusted adults about their online experiences, just as they would
about their day at school or time spent with friends. Keeping conversations relaxed, curious and non-
judgemental can make a real difference, helping children feel supported both online and offline. This is
particularly important as children get older and access the digital world more frequently. | would
strongly recommend anyone reads this advice.

Above all, Christmas is a time for togetherness — for celebrating relationships, showing gratitude and
enjoying the simple pleasures of family life. Whether your celebrations are quiet or lively, traditional or
unique, we hope they are filled with warmth, laughter and moments of connection.

Thank you once again for being such an important part of life at Olveston School. Your ongoing support
and engagement mean so much to us, and we look forward to continuing our journey together in the
New Year.

Wishing you all a peaceful, joyful Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
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WHOLE SCHOOL TRIP TO THE
HIPPODROME

JACK AND THE BEANSTALK




CHRISTMAS
MARKET

The Christmas market
was another huge
success for FoOs and
school community. It
was lovely to see so
many families in
attendance and all the
stores being so busy.

The Christmas market
is another highlight of
the year for so many
and this year did not
disappoint. The time
and energy FoOs putin
to this event was well
worth it. The children
singing carols was also
very well received, as
were the hand bells
group with their first
ever performance.

Thank you to everyone
involved in making the
evening such a
success!



CHRISTMAS
DINNER

We took a big decision this
year to take catering in-
house and | can honestly
say we couldn’t be more

delighted that we did! The
catering team have done

and incredible job this
term and school meals
have been delicious!

Christmas Dinner was
always going to be a big
moment. Katrina, our
catering manager, was so
excited about it she said
she was awake at 4:00am
thinking through the day.
The team worked so very
hard to provide a
Christmas dinner that you
would be proud to serve
at home!

We our so thrilled with our
catering and we want
everyone to know!!



FOOS CHRISTMAS
GAMES DAY

On Thursday 18th December, it was our absolute pleasure to hold the
children’s games day. It was a wonderful day full of fun, games and
many, many prizes! Children took it in turns to visit the hall with their
classes and had the opportunity to try out all the games and crafts on
offer. We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all who made

this day possible...
Our generous school community for the donations of parent
presents and soft toys
The brilliant team of helpers that set up the hall on the dark, wet
Thursday evening
The invaluable group of volunteers that manned the games and
crafts throughout the day on Friday
The kind kitchen team that provided the volunteers with a lovely
lunch
The family who had a garage, living room, kitchen, loft and every
other spaced filled with games day prizes for months!
The helpful and enthusiastic year 6 children that took it in turns to
support the younger year groups throughout the day
The lovely school teachers and support staff for sharing in the
children’s joy and even having a go at some of the games
themselves!

The amazing team in the school office for managing all of the
admin for the day and allowing us to store a whole host of prizes in
their office!

And most importantly, the very excited but extremely kind and
polite children that hopefully enjoyed the day as much as we did!

Many pictures have been shared on ‘Class Dojo’ by the teachers, but
here is a small selection of the games we had on offer...
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It is no secret that we
love to sing and
perform here at

Olveston.

We know that singing
not only improves
wellbeing for children
but also supports their
personal
development.

On Wednesday 10th
December we took the
children to St. Mary’s
shopping centre to
sing to the
community.

Raising money for
Bristol children’s
hospital.



STAFF EXPERTISE AND

DEVELOPMENT

A schoolis only as strong as the people in it. We take great pride in
our offer for children but we rarely talk about the way we develop
our staff team.

There have been so many moments worth celebrating over the
last year that we would like to share.

e Mrs Lovell has trained to be a Forest School Leader and is now
delivering sessions weekly.

e Mrs Straker is soon to complete her teaching assistant level 3
training.

e Mrs Glover has just had her Local Authority Moderator role
renewed (working across South Glos and neighbouring
authority to quality assure writing)

e Mr Camm has completed his NPQSL (National Professional
Qualification - Senior Leadership)

e Mrs Fleet is soon to complete her NPQSEND (National
Professional Qualification - Special Educational Need +
Disability)

e Mr Dunn has completed his NPQH (National Qualification -
Headship) and has started supporting the Local Authority and
other local school leaders.

In January Mrs JW will start her ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support
Assistant) training and Mrs Horder will begin lecturing (part-time)
for SGS College.



BEACONSTATUS RENEWED

In school we often talk to the the children about ‘making the world
a brighter place’. The idea that we can make the world better for
others seems such a big idea, but it can start with something small -
a smile, an act of kindness or just showing you care.

As a school we run a wide range of initiatives and activities that
have helped us become the first School in south Gloucestershire to
achieve the Health Promotion Beacon Status. This includes the
promotion of both physical and mental health.

In the last year we been active in getting the good work we do
validated or accredited. Awards we have achieved in the last year:

Woodland Trust - Gold Award
RHS - Level 3 Gardening Award
Health Promotion - Health Roots Award
Health Promotion - Mental Health Award
Music Mark for excellence and commitment to music education
Superkind - Social Impact Award
Health Promotion - Beacon Status
Active Travel - Good Level

What we are working on:
National Reading Award
RHS Level 3
Sport Mark (For excellence in Physical Education)
Health Promotion Beacon Plus Status (Never achieved by ANY
school in South Glos
Active Travel - Excellent Level
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Looking ahead to January

Across the school we have two final year Teacher Trainee’s in year 6 and 2. As an early
career professionals they will be delivering lessons in their ‘base classes’ but will also
be in and around other classes. We will also be welcoming Hannah Cameron (some of

you may know her by her Scout name) who will volunteering twice a week.

Communication

: ) House Keeping
Communicate through office:

olvestonschool@sgmail.org.uk Toast is sold daily for 20p - Year 1 - 6 -
We are increasingly using Class Dojo for event orders through Arbor
reminders, these reminders are scheduled for Winter coats in school everyday.

set times prior to an event. Please make sure
you have notifications on for Class Dojo.

If your child is absent please email the school Lunch Orders

office by 9:00 am - If we do not receive School lunches must be ordered and paid

notification of an absence we will make a well- for through ‘Arbor’ in advance .

being call that day. In order to provide a consistent and quality
Each Friday you will receive a ‘Friday Office service the team need time to prepare the

food. This means that meals must be
ordered and paid for in advance.

Email’ with helpful reminders and information
for the week ahead.

Holiday requests - If you are planning to take
your child out of school please complete an Previously when parents do not pre-order
absence request form. As a reminder holidays in online this leads to a jacket potato being

term time are not permitted and may result in a the default order for all pupils who
fine being issued. automatically receive a lunch.

A few other bits

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. If during this Christmas break you are
Concerned about a child?
. 01454 866000 - Monday to Thursday 9am - 5pm
Safeguarding 01454 866000 - Friday 9am - 4.30pm
01454 615165 - Out of hours and at weekends
In an emergency please ring 999

We have had a number of school events - please do not share any photographs or

Social Media videos on social media - or outside of your family.
We are always looking for volunteers - if you have time and would like to listen to
Volunteer readers or support school in anyway please do let us know.
Reception: Friday Forest School Days
3 Year 6 - We.dnesday ’ Monday - Year 6 (Elise - Woodland Makery)
8 Year 5 - Swimming Monday’s Tuesday - Year 3 (Alex - Hilltops)
w  Year3: Monday (Sports coach) Wednesday - EYFS (Mrs Lovell)
Year 4: Monday (Sports coach) Remember to wear suitable clothing for the weather
Year 1: Wednesday (Sports coach) (Long sleeves & trousers - Warm and waterproof)

Year 2: Wednesday (Sports coach)


mailto:olvestonschool@sgmail.org.uk

HEAD TEACHER

) ) _ General information .
o Celebration assembly will continue to pe newa every rriday morning.

e You will be notified by text the week before.

e If you are unable to attend please do let us know. We can move the date of when we
hand out the certificate.

e Parents find out before the children. So please don’t worry if you ask your child and
they don’t know.

On the day
e Celebration assembly will start at 9:15 and should be finished by 9:45
e Please sign in at the school office - this is really important.
e No photographs are to be taken during the assembly. This is due to safeguarding
protocols.

o After the awards we will send the rest of school back to their classes.

e The children who have received an award will remain in the hall and will be able to
share a few moments to celebrate with their family.

e Parents/carers can also use this time to take photographs of their children.

» We will have a display set up ready for your child to pose in front of. You might even
want to take a family selfie!

e Parents must not take photos of any other child.

e Phones can only be used during this period. They must not be out at any other point
on the school grounds. We may need to review this procedure if parents do not respect
this request.

Other certificates

 Certificates are always going to be a topic for discussion. We use headteacher awards
to celebrate and bring our community together. The awarding of certificates is based
on the children demonstrating our school values.

e Not all ‘Celebration’ come through certificates. The most impactful celebration comes
through a child internalising their achievements. Throughout our curriculum we give
our children opportunities to develop this skill. A smile, a positive comment and pat
on the back can often mean a lot more than a certificate. Yes, headteacher certificates
are something to celebrate but so are all the other moments.
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CCP offers Parenting
Programmes for parents of
children 0-12 years old as
well as children with SEND.
The six-week programmes
look at boundaries, routines,
behaviour management
techniques, how to look after
yourself and feeling
confident as a parent. For
more information and how
to book, click the following

LN | ICK HERE

JIGSAW Thornbury is a
charity that works with all
children and young
people with additional
needs or disabilities, and
their families. We provide
friendship, support,
compassion and fun,
along with innovative
services that empower
them to connect, fit in and
thrive.

CLICK HERE

1]
2
1]
I
X
o
-
o

Somerset

The Information, advice and support B
service for Children and Young People
with SEND and their families in Bristol,
South Gloucestershire and North

All children and young people can receive information and
support from the School Nursing Service by telephone,
attending one of the School Nurse sessions in schools or by
.\, completing the referral form. Young people can also
contact the service anonymously through ChatHealth.

CLICK HERE



https://www.ccp.org.uk/early-help-south-gloucestershire/
https://www.jigsawthornbury.org.uk/
https://sirona-cic.org.uk/children-services/
https://www.sendandyou.org.uk/

PLAN AHEAD

% January

Monday 5th January - Return to school
5th and 13th Last Reception 2024 Tours
Monday 12th January - Young Voices Trip
Thursday 15th January - Closing date for Reception 2025 places
Friday 16" - Dare to be different - Non Uniform day

% February

Friday 13th February - Last day of term 3

Monday 23rd February - Start of term 4

% March

Thursday 5™ March - World Book Day (Dress-up day)
Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th March - Parents Evenings
Friday 21st March - Red Nose Day (Dress-up day)
Wednesdaylith March - Year 5 Drama Performance

% April

Wednesday Ist April - Last day of term 4
Thursday 2nd April - Inset Day
Tuesday 20th April - Start of term 5



Wake Up Wednesday

At Olveston School we aim to create a
culture of safeguarding by fostering a
safe and supportive environment
where children feel protected and
valued. This includes teaching
essential life skills such as road
safety, where students are educated
about pedestrian awareness and safe
travel to and from school. The school
also engages with organisations like
the NSPCC, helping children
understand their rights and how to
seek help if needed.

Another way of promoting
safeguarding is through our ‘wake up
Wednesday, posts on Class Dojo.
These quick reads cover a wide range
of topics from online safety to bed
time routines.

If you haven’t read one yet be sure to
check out our weekly posts.






