
Rooted in Love
A  f e w  e x a m p l e s  o f

w h a t  o u r  p a r e n t s  s a y . . .



I believe Olveston school does root its teaching in love, and through the
genuine and fond approach from all your staff , the children pick up on

this and learn to apply it themselves - both to their peers and
particularly to their buddy’s in reception .

The affection and care shown through your buddy system by year 4,s
and receptions is deeply rooted in love . My daughter talks every day
about her little buddy and during the harvest service I saw trust ,
affection , and love on all of those children’s faces as they walked in

together holding hands .

As a child I attended Olveston myself , and I get the same feeling of
joy now if I come to school to collect my daughter, as I did when I was

a pupil.
Teaching staff and methods may change and adapt , but your

approach is timeless. L o v e  i s  t h e  k e y  .



I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  b e i n g  ' R o o t e d  i n  L o v e '  w a s  s o
w e l l  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  y e a r  s c h o o l  v a l u e s
a w a r d s  t h a t  w e r e  g i v e n  o u t  b y  t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e

s c h o o l  h a l l .  H e a r i n g  t h e  t e a c h e r s  o f  a l l  y e a r  g r o u p s
s p e a k  s o  b e a u t i f u l l y  a b o u t  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  w h y

t h e y  w e r e  a w a r d i n g  e a c h  a w a r d  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c h i l d
w a s  s o  w o n d e r f u l  t o  s e e .  T h e y  w e r e  c l e a r l y  s o  p r o u d

o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  s o m e  b e c a m e  q u i t e  e m o t i o n a l
s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  w h y ,  w h i c h  I  t h i n k  r e a l l y

d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  l o v e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ,
i t ' s  v a l u e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  p u p i l s .  T h e  a w a r d s  a s  y o u  k n o w

m a i n l y  f o c u s  o n  v a l u e s  i n t r i n s i c  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  t h a t
v a l u e  c h i l d r e n  a s  a  w h o l e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  f o r  t h e i r

a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t s .  T h e y  s h o w e d  t h a t  b e i n g
' R o o t e d  i n  L o v e '  i s  w h a t  m a t t e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  e a c h

i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d  i s  v a l u e d  f o r  w h o  t h e y  a r e .  
 



S i n c e  m y  c h i l d  s t a r t e d  a t
O l v e s t o n  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l ,  h e r
k n o w l e d g e  o f  J e s u s ,  G o d  a n d

t h e  s t o r y  o f  C h r i s t  h a s
d e f i n i t e l y  g r e a t e n e d !  

I  l o v e  t h a t  f a c t  t h a t  t h e
s c h o o l  d o e s  r e g u l a r  a s s e m b l y ’ s
t o  d i s c u s  G o d  a n d  C h r i s t .  A l s o
t h a t  t h e y  d o  r e g u l a r  v i s i t s  t o

t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h .  

T o  m e  t h e  R o o t e d  i n  L o v e
v i s i o n  a t  O l v e s t o n  i s  t h e

u n d e r p i n n i n g  e t h o s  o f  t h e
s c h o o l  t o  b e  k i n d  a n d

r e s p e c t f u l  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .

 I  h a v e  a l w a y s  s e e n  t h i s
d e m o n s t r a t e d  w h e n e v e r  I  v i s i t

t h e  s c h o o l .  

M y  c h i l d ’ s  f o r m  t u t o r ,  a t
C o l l e g i a t e  s c h o o l ,  m a d e

c o m m e n t  t h a t  s h e  w a s  a l w a y s
k i n d  a n d  s h o w e d  k i n d n e s s  t o

t h e i r  f e l l o w  p u p i l s ,  

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  p a r t  s t e m s
f r o m  t h e i r  t i m e  a t  O l v e s t o n .



We moved to Olveston in lockdown 2020. Our eldest started in year 1 and was nervous
about a new school and lockdown classes. 

We need not have worried. She was shown kindness, love and patience. She flourished. Her
confidence grew and she loved going to school.

Our youngest started in reception a year later and we saw the same confidence and love
for school grow in her. 

The school ethos, the environment and all the staff teach the children how to be kind,
to look after each other, and they create an environment that allows them to thrive.

We are so grateful to all at Olveston school for nurturing our girls and giving them a
foundation to become keen learners but most importantly kind and caring individuals!



O l v e s t o n  s c h o o l  i s  s u c h  a  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  p l a c e  f o r  b o t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n
a n d  t h e  p a r e n t s .  O u r  s o n  s t a r t e d  r e c e p t i o n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  t e r m  a f t e r

w e  h a d  m o v e d  t o  t h e  a r e a .  W e  w e r e  a l l  q u i t e  a p p r e h e n s i v e  a b o u t  t h e  s e t t l i n g  i n
p r o c e s s  b u t  w e  n e e d n ' t  h a v e  w o r r i e d .  W e  w e r e  g r e e t e d  w i t h  s o  m u c h  k i n d n e s s  a n d
f e l t  i n s t a n t l y  w e l c o m e .  A s  w e  a r r i v e d  a t  C h r i s t m a s  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  j o i n  f o r  e v e n t s
s u c h  a s  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  m a r k e t ,  t h e  n a t i v i t y  p l a y  a n d  a l s o  t h e  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e ,  w h i c h

w e r e  a l l  u n d e r p i n n e d  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  C h r i s t i a n  v a l u e s  a n d  m e s s a g e s .  

D e s p i t e  o n l y  h a v i n g  b e e n  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  s u c h  a  s h o r t  t i m e  a l l  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a n d
a  l o t  o f  p a r e n t s  a n d  p u p i l s  ( e v e n  t h o s e  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s )  k n e w  w h o  w e  w e r e
a n d  w e l c o m e d  u s .  I  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  a  b o y  i n  y e a r  6  c o m i n g  u p  t o  u s  a n d  s a y i n g
" Y o u ' r e  n e w  t o  t h e  s c h o o l ,  w e l c o m e !  A n d  M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s "  -  I  w a s  s o  p l e a s a n t l y

s u r p r i s e d !  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  m a n y  s c h o o l s  t h e s e  d a y s  a r e  a b l e  t o  c o n s i s t e n t l y  e n c o u r a g e
s u c h  i m p o r t a n t  C h r i s t i a n  v a l u e s  a m o n g s t  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  

We're so proud to be able to say that our son goes
to Olveston school. 



T h e  r e a s o n  w e  c h o s e  O l v e s t o n  C E  p r i m a r y  o v e r  o u r  l o c a l  s c h o o l  i s  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s
e v i d e n t  t h a t  p u t t i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  f i r s t  a n d  l e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t i a n  v a l u e s  w a s
a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  M y  c h i l d  t a k e s  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  l e a r n i n g  w h i c h  t h e
t e a c h e r s  h a v e  e n h a n c e d  a n d  w h e n  f a c e d  w i t h  a  c h a l l e n g e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  w h i c h

g e m  p o w e r  h e  i s  u s i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  s o m e t h i n g .

 w i t h  o u r  s o n  a n d  w e  f e e l  v e r y  b l e s s e d  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

W e  a b s o l u t e l y  l o v e  t h e  b u d d y  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  a g a i n  s h o w s  h o w  n u r t u r i n g  a l l  t h e
c h i l d r e n  a r e .  M y  c h i l d ’ s  b u d d y  h a s  b e e n  a  f a b u l o u s  r o l e - m o d e l  a n d  a l w a y s  h e l p s  i n

h i s  s c h o o l  j o u r n e y .  W e  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  l e t t e r  h i s  b u d d y  w r o t e
b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t e d  s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  a g a i n  s h o w e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  i n  a l l

c h i l d r e n ' s  l e a r n i n g  a t  O l v e s t o n .

Nothing is ever too much trouble for any of the lovely staff



From our perspective, with two children currently passing through the school, we've seen first hand the benefits of
choosing Olveston for our children. 

 The teachers and staff at each step of their Development have ensured they balance fun, with learning and
experiential opportunities. 

The school is active in the community bringing balance to the children's view of the world and their place in it. 
The school actively encourages healthy competition with awards for TT Rock stars, house points and individual

headteacher's awards (much prized).

The buddy system is the envy of other parents who do not have this system in their schools, and is one of the
reasons I believe that the children are so confident in speaking up to adults and older children alike. 

The wrap around care is too good, with the children preferring to stay in school at the end of the day ("can you
come back later to collect me").

The active parent groups which support the school invest large amounts of time to ensure the school thrives,
without which the school would be lessened. Across the board we've always found the school, staff and
community a joy to be part of.


